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Hello!

We are thrilled to welcome you to the Canadian GALA Festival 2002.

This is the second time that Canada’s gay and lesbian choruses have come together from coast to coast to showcase our rich cultural diversity --  to celebrate and reaffirm who we are as lesbian and gay Canadians -- and to show each other what is possible.

The organizers of Festival 2002 wanted to build on the fabulous experience of Edmonton 1998, a festival with such intimacy and warmth, such heart, and such fabulous musical expression. If we have been able to create a festival that provides even a fraction of that excitement and sense of connection, then we will truly be pleased.

For it’s our hope that after this weekend, Canadian GALA Festivals will be an established tradition. We believe that a strong gay and lesbian choral movement in Canada, one reflecting our unique identity, will help to strengthen GALA as a truly international organization.  If each one of the 18 choruses in attendance this weekend returns home strengthened and revitalized, then the ripple effect of Festival 2002 will be felt across the country!

As with any GALA Festival, it’s the personal relations that we may treasure most of all.  We hope you will make new friendships and renew former ones. We look forward to celebrating with you... all that we are… and all that we will become!

Your co-chairs,

Barb Crisp 
David Hopper 
Tim Wilson

Opening Night Concert

Friday, June 21

Forte - The Toronto Men's Chorus

Forte was just 10 months old when we trouped off to Edmonton for that glorious initial Canadian festival in 1998. Since then, in addition to gleefully traipsing off to San Jose, we've produced 10 shows here in Toronto, performed on CITY TV Breakfast Television twice a year, the CBC Annual Open House as well as many community events in support of the Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation, The Toronto People With AIDS Foundations (PWA), and the Canadian Gay & Lesbian Archives. Other gigs such as our annual St. Valentine's Day fundraising dinner dance Passion, as well as Pride Week Flag Raising ceremonies, Pride Day concerts, and Christmas volunteer events keep us busy the year 'round. At the end of our fifth year now, we have just emerged from the studio and are putting the final touches on our first CD - "Our Best Wishes" which captures the best of our Holiday music over the past few years.

We have a penchant for "producing" unique shows with our own scripts, props and costumes to tell our story  but it ain't all Broadway tunes either. We have a talented troupe so, quite often, it's what our very own arrangers think will fit into our story, as you can see from our Program for this evening, below.
___________________________

Musical Director: Dave Marlowe / Assistant Musical Director: Scott MacKay 
Stage Director: Jeffrey Prentice / Accompanist: Laura Silberberg

Artistic Committee: 

Rob Croxford, Brian Fulton, Tony Hamill, John McEachen, Brian Leonard, Trevor McLain, Chris Veldhoven. 
Story line by Bob Crawford
____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

You Don't Own Me

Music & lyrics: John Madara & David White 
arranged by Dan Leeder (Forte)

Fare Thee Well, Love

Music & lyrics: Jimmy Rankin 
arranged by Stuart Calvert

Gordon V. Thompson Music

Flying Free

Music & lyrics: Don Besig
Tell Him

Music & lyrics: B. Russell 
arranged by Steve Watts (Forte)

Ma mère chantait toujours

Music: François Cousineau, lyrics: Luc Plamondon arranged by Trevor McLain (Forte)

Bridge Over Troubled Water

Music & lyrics: Paul Simon and Art Garfunkle 
arranged by Kirby Shaw

Shawnee Press Inc. A1906

All for the Best

Music & lyrics: Stephen Schwartz 
arranged by Dan Leeder (Forte)

Opening Night Concert

Friday, June 21

Iris - The Toronto Women's Chorus

IRIS began in 1997 with a group of women who share a love of music and singing, especially about women's lives. Together we developed this vision statement:

"IRIS celebrates women's spirit through music. We are a community of lesbian-positive women who are guided by an eco-feminist vision."
We perform an eclectic repertoire which reflects and honours women's lives and experience. Together, we embrace musical excellence and seek to nurture a unique Canadian voice in all its rich cultural diversity. We strive to entertain, inspire and foster a sense of community with all people who share our vision."

The name IRIS was chosen for Iris, the goddess of the rainbow -- the messenger sent to collect women's souls and escort them from earth to the hereafter. The rainbow represents the bridge between earth and the heavens.
___________________________

Artistic Director: Nina Darrigo
Accompanist: Karen Greenwood 

____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

When I Sing

Music & lyrics: Bill Henderson
 arranged by D. Elliott

Crushes 
Music & lyrics: Alix Dobkin
arranged by Karen Escovitz

Perfect Night 
 Music & lyrics: Jeff Langley & Holly Near
 arranged by J. David Moore

Shenandoah 
Traditional American folk song
 arranged by Mary Groetze

Everything Possible 
Music & lyrics: Fred Small
arranged by J. David Moore

Music in My Mother's House 
Music & lyrics: Stuart Stotts
arranged by J. David Moore

Change of Heart 
Music & lyrics: Holly Near
arranged by J. David Moore

Blue Skies 
Music & lyrics: Irving Berlin
arranged by Steve Zegree
Opening Night Concert

Friday, June 21

Rainbow Voices of Toronto

As the city's newest GALA chorus, Rainbow Voices of Toronto is in its third season. It is a non-auditioned, multicultural, mixed chorus of gays, lesbians, and their family and friends. Everyone who wants to sing is welcome in this chorus. Reading music isn't mandatory but having fun is! Nothing is sacred except the love of singing. Many a musical icon has toppled to the fun-loving antics of this group of singers. Amongst the members are students, an ex prison chaplain, a university professor, a construction worker, a welder, two travel agents, two psychologists, a mother/daughter team and more than one grandparent. The youngest member is 17, and their oldest member isn't telling! Rainbow Voices of Toronto has a mandate to build bridges between the straight and gay communities. Each Wednesday at rehearsal when you see groups of people chatting, or when you see a straight chorus member discussing her wedding dress with a motorcycle momma, you can see first hand that they are doing just that - building bridges and creating community.

Under the talented direction of Michael Bouzane, Rainbow Voices of Toronto has performed at GALA conferences in San Jose and Kentucky singing everything from Vivaldi to Disney with a special emphasis on Canadian artists and composers. Multi faceted in the diversity of members, the choice of music and choice of engagements, they were recently invited to perform on the popular TV serial "Queer as Folk", and also honoured to perform at Toronto's 2001 AIDS Vigil, at the December 6 Memorial at George Brown College, and at the North American conference of Survivors of Clergy Abuse. Rainbow Voices of Toronto is thrilled to be one of the host choruses for the Canadian GALA Festival.
___________________________

Musical Director: Michael Bouzane
 Accompanist: Dorota Mychaluk / Guitar Accompanist: Philomene Hofmann 
____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

Prayer of the Children

Music & lyrics: Kurt Bestor 
arranged by Andrea S. Klouse

A Storm is Passing Over

Music & lyrics: Charles Albert Tindley
arranged by Barbara W. Baker

Never My Love

Music & lyrics: D.D. Addrisi
arranged by R. Emerson
Operator

Music & lyrics: William Spivery
arranged by Kirby Shaw


S'il suffisait d'aimer

Music & lyrics: J.J. Goldman
arranged by Xavier Vidic

Celine Dion

Music & lyrics: The Arrogant Worms
arranged by Michael Bouzane

Up the Ladder to the Roof

Music & lyrics: Vincent DiMarco 
arranged by Steve Zegree

The Glory of Love

Music & lyrics: B. Hill
arranged by J. Althouse

Opening Night Concert

Friday, June 21

Singing OUT! - The Lesbian & Gay Chorus of Toronto

Singing OUT! The Lesbian & Gay Chorus of Toronto, is a 100-voice, non-auditioned community chorus celebrating its 10th anniversary. Our mandate is to "promote unity and pride in the lesbian and gay community through the public performance of fun and empowering music".

The 2001/02 season is very special as it marks the production of Singing OUT's first-ever CD, "For Love Must Have A Voice," released at our 10th Anniversary Concert on June 1, 2002 at the John Bassett Theatre. 

The chorus made its GALA debut at GALA V in Tampa, Florida in 1996 followed by San Jose, CA in July 2000. Singing OUT! hosted 500 delegates at the 1997 GALA Leadership Conference and Singers Weekend in Toronto.

Singing OUT! is a vibrant symbol of the talent and energy of Toronto's lesbian & gay community. We maintain a strong community presence through special appearances at Pride Week festivities including the flag raising at City Hall and the Pride Stage, memorial services, walks for AIDS and Breast Cancer, International Women's Day celebrations, conferences such as 'Other Young Lives' and several Toronto PFLAG benefit concerts. The chorus has also appeared on CITY-TV's 'Breakfast Television' and numerous newscasts. Singing OUT! performs two major concerts a year - a Holiday Concert in December and our annual Pride Concert in June. We also present an annual Cabaret featuring chorus members performing in a fun, variety show format.
___________________________
Artistic Director: Dominic Gregorio / Associate Artistic Director: Batya Levy

Accompanist: Jonathan Kropf
____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

The Rhythm of Life

Music & lyrics: Dorothy Fields & Cy Coleman
arranged by Richard Barnes
Shawnee Press A1316

Singing Out!

Music & lyrics: John Schrag
Yelton Rhodes Music YR6200v2
Shooting Star

Music & lyrics: Cris Williamson
arranged by Ali Adelman
available from www.criswilliamson.com
Rise Up, My Love, My Fair One

Music: Healey Willan
lyrics: The Song of Solomon 
 Oxford University Press 94306

Ave Maria
Music: Franz Biebl 
Hinshaw Music HMC 1255

Freedom Trilogy

Music: Paul Halley, lyrics: traditional
Kyrie: Greek, 3rd cent.

Haleluya! Pelo tsa rona
 & Siyahamba: S. African, 20th cent.

Amazing Grace: John Newton  
Pelagos Inc. PEL2004

Concert Block 1
Saturday, June 22 - 2:00 p.m.

Bridge City Chorus

Saskatoon’s Bridge City Chorus celebrated its tenth anniversary in 2001 and now, in its 11th season, under the sometimes serious, sometimes hilarious direction of Naomi Friesen, the choir performs everything from classical pieces in German to Sarah McLachlan ballads.

Bridge City Chorus, Inc. is a mixed choir of people from Saskatoon’s gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgendered community and welcomes anyone who associates with its goal of making music for the “education, enjoyment and cultural enhancement of themselves and their audience.”  It is this mixing of people from various ages, backgrounds and lifestyles that makes the choir such a special group.  In fact, a number of its founding members are still with them and are as enthusiastic as ever.  This positive attitude is also felt by the gay community of Saskatoon with Bridge City Chorus performances and dances being much-anticipated events for “family” in the “City of Bridges”.

The good reputation of the choir is also getting “out” in the community at large as Bridge City Chorus was recently hired as the warm-up-act for Saskatoon’s first “Sing Along Sound of Music”. The past two years have been extremely busy as the choir hosted a variety of fund-raising events to help offset the cost of members coming to the Canadian GALA Festival 2002.  While not everyone in the choir could attend, they are pleased that anyone who wanted to is able to take part.  It’s amazing how much a “paper bag auction” can bring in at a busy dance!

The selection of music presented here is a reflection of who they are and where they’re from with a little bit of prairie, the customary “bridge” reference, something jazzy, something classy, and something that’s just plain fun.  The opening number, “Take Pride”, will hopefully give everyone who hears it the confidence and assurance of a family that is strong, supportive and moving forward with pride in themselves and their community.
___________________________
Musical Director: Naomi Friesen / Accompanist: Ron Knoll / Page Turner: Rob MacDonald 
____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

Take Pride

Music & lyrics: Kevin Kirkland
solos: Carla Roppel, Darryl Wilkie, Glen Horton

Wood River

Music & lyrics: Connie Kaldor 
arranged by Willi Zwozdesky / solo: Darryl Wilkie

You Made Me Love You
Music: Joe McCarthy, words: James V. Monaco 
arranged by Kirby Shaw
Love Can Build a Bridge

Music & lyrics: P. Overstreet, J. Jarvis, N. Judd

arranged by Kirby Shaw 
 solos: David Norwood Glenn Gustason

The Pachelbel Canon

Johann Pachelbel 

adapted by Denes Agay
Painless Opera

Quoting Mozart, Rossini, Bizet, Puccini, Verdi
adapted and arranged by Phyllis Wolfe-White
soloists: Naomi Friesen, Carla  Roppel

Concert Block 1
Saturday, June 22 - 2:00 p.m.

Calgary Men's Chorus

Established in 1994, the Calgary Men’s Chorus began with a mere six members.  Since then, our membership has ranged from over 40 members, to our current contingent of 23.  In May, 1998, the Chorus performed its first concert with special guests One World Drum Ensemble and the Rocky Mountain Singers.  Two days later, we travelled to Edmonton to perform at the first Canadian GALA Choruses Festival.  CMC concerts include: “In the Name of Love”, with very special guests A Vancouver Women’s Chorus (May, 1999), “Divas” (February 2000), “Thanks to Life—Gracias a la Vida” (June, 2000) with an 11-member orchestra and songs in eight languages, and also showcased the Canadian premiere of Craig Carnahan’s Nightwatch, as well as three songs written by our own members.  Three days later, CMC was honoured with the Wild Rose Award for contributions to the quality of gay life in Calgary.

In 2001, we were thrilled to work with the renowned Sheri Sommerville—our guest diva—to present “Sondheim”, a tribute to the work of Stephen Sondheim.  Our guest conductor for this concert was the multi-talented musician, composer and CMC member Brent Rock, who has collaborated on a number of shows with Sheri.  In June, we entertained our audiences with “Reel Music”—singing songs from the movies.  “Reel Music” also marked the arrival of our esteemed conductor, Joe Slabe, to the mainstage chorus.  The chorus has warmly welcomed Joe as our new Artistic Director and Principal Conductor.  This year, our Valentines concert, “Broken Hearts” reflected the happy and bittersweet aspects of love, and introduced Mike Harding as the conductor of our small group, Eight Misbehavin’.

We look forward to performing at the second Canadian GALA Festival, presenting songs from our spring concert “O’ Canada” which will proudly feature tunes written or arranged by Canadians.
___________________________

Artistic Director: Joe Slabe / Director: Jack Loenen / Music Director: Mike Harding
Accompanists: Michael McKiel & Vincent Mar

____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

Wood River

Music & lyrics: Connie Kaldor
arranged by Willi Zwozdesky
Rhythmic Trident Music RTCP-003

The Water is Wide

Music & lyrics: traditional 
arranged by Miles Ramsay 

Cyprus Publishing CP1027

Barrett's Privateers

Music & lyrics: Stan Rogers 
arranged by Joe Slabe

Four Strong Winds

Music & lyrics: Ian Tyson

arranged by Larry Nickel 
Jaymar Music Ltd. 02450

I Shall Sing

Music & lyrics: Joe Slabe

Log Driver's Waltz

Music & lyrics: Wade Hemsworth

arranged by Joe Slabe

Song for Peace

Music & lyrics: Allister MacGillivray

arranged by Diane Loomer
Cyprus Publishing  CPC1019

Concert Block 1
Saturday, June 22 - 2:00 p.m.

The Women next Door

The Women Next Door have been singing together as Nova Scotia's lesbian a cappella choir for more than 10 years. They sing to effect social change and to have a little fun as well. They are a non-competitive, non-directed, "affinity" group that aims to keep their numbers small. Their current membership is 16, although their usual number is 13. They are local favourites at Pride events and protest rallies in Halifax, as well as regular performers at the PEI Women's Festival. In the last four years, they have travelled to the Canadian GALA Choruses Festival in Edmonton and the Sisters Singers Festival in Michigan. Their program at this festival represents both the serious and whimsical aspects of their Maritime character. They are very pleased to be attending another Canadian GALA Choruses Festival.
_______________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

If You Love Me

Music, lyrics, arranged by Melvina Reynolds

Silent No More

Music, lyrics, arranged by: Chris Aucoin 
 solo: Kim Vance 

We Are

Music, lyrics, arranged by Ysaye Barnwell 

Time to Heal

Music, lyrics, arranged by Pam Mason

How Could Anyone

Music, lyrics, arranged by Libby Roderick

Walk Sister

Music, lyrics, arranged by Nan Thompson

A Plea for One World

Traditional

Let Peace Fill the Earth/
Vine and Fig Tree

Prayer by Rabbi Nachman arr: Ray MacKeever/
Traditional arranged by Diane Benjamin 


Farewell to Homophobia

Traditional air - words adapted by: Marj Lynn  & 
The Women Next Door, 
arranged by The Women Next Door
 


Concert Block 1
Saturday, June 22 - 2:00 p.m.

Tone Cluster

Tone Cluster is developing steadily as a unique vocal ensemble amidst the many choral organizations of Ottawa, Ontario. The ensemble was founded in March of 1994 by a group of friends interested in forming a mixed chamber choir for gays, lesbians, bisexuals and their friends. It is devoted to performing a wide-ranging repertoire of sacred and secular works drawn from the domain of both traditional and contemporary choral music. Tone Cluster is a member of GALA, the Gay and Lesbian Association of Choruses, Inc. The choir is active in the Ottawa musical scene and performs at many places such as community events, Pride concerts and AIDS fundraisers.  
We value diversity in life and music!
___________________________
Musical Director: Jane Perry  
Accompanist: Marg Stubington 
____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

Parle-moi français

Music & lyrics: Gérard Jean


Everybody Sing Freedom

African-American Spiritual


J'ay fait pour vous cent mille pas

Music: by Claudin de Sermisy

Now Is the Month of Maying

Music: Thomas Morley

Sing Me to Heaven

Music: Daniel E. Gawthrop, lyrics: Jane Griner

Dunstan House #DH9101

Song to the Beloved

Music & lyrics: David Maddux
Java Jive

Music: Ben Oakland, lyrics: Milton Drake

arranged by Kirby Shaw

Warner Brothers #08666000

Put a Little Love in Your Heart

Music & lyrics: Jimmy Holiday, Randy Myers  & Jackie de Shannon, arr: Jeff Funk
Warner Brothers  #CHM00038

Concert Block 1
Saturday, June 22 - 2:00 p.m.

Waterloo-Wellington Rainbow Chorus

Rainbow Chorus, The Waterloo Wellington Chorus of Gays, Lesbians, Bisexuals and Friends is made up of amateur choral singers joined together in song and celebration of the diversity of our community. We welcome everyone: lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transgendered and straight alike. Members come predominantly from Waterloo and Wellington counties in Ontario, though some are from outside this region. We believe that through the universal language of music many of the barriers and misunderstandings about sexual diversity can be resolved in a safe and respectful manner.

Rainbow Chorus is in its seventh year. It originated in November 1994, rehearsals began in January 1995 and, that spring, the chorus performed its debut at the AIDS Walk for the AIDS Committee of Guelph and Wellington Co. The chorus has participated in various presentations in Guelph, Kitchener, Waterloo, Toronto and Hamilton. including Pride Day events, Hate Crimes and AIDS vigils, union ceremonies, and celebrations of life, and community festivals.  Rainbow Chorus has enjoyed many successes over the years. We have obtained official charitable status, increased our support of the LGBT community through our monthly dances and have reached out to and received support from local businesses. Our most notable success is that we, indeed, exist and are so vitally active in a relatively small community, outside of a large urban area. We owe these successes to the energy and commitment of all our members and supporters throughout the years. It is with great pride that the Rainbow Chorus participates in the GALA Choruses Canadian festival in Toronto. We hope you enjoy our contribution to this tremendous choral gathering.

___________________________

Artistic Director: Robert Miller / Accompanist: Alison MacNeill

*Regnbue Kanon: (from Danish) Now is the end of singing from the closet / We will take our place proud and strong / 
All our songs shall soar out far and wide /

And bring us together in song / Soon the world will ring with our songs and praise for the Rainbow Chorus for 
Lesbians and Gays sing out just as well as we kiss, so / Now is the end...

____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

Regnbue Kanon*

Music: Janne Olrik, lyrics: Søren Nellemose

arranged by Robert Miller / unpublished
Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy

Music: Peter I. Tchaikovsky 
arranged by Jeff Funk / Warner Bros. #SVM00042

The Music's Always There With You

Music & lyrics: John Rutter 
Hinshaw Music #HMC-1080

It Had To Be You

Music: Isham Jones, lyrics: Gus Kahn
arranged by Steve Zegree 
Warner Bros #WBCH93386

Together As One

Music & lyrics: Sally Albrecht
 Alfred Publishing

How Different Can We Be?

Music & lyrics: Ruth Elaine Schram 
 Warner Bros #SVM01087

Dancing in the Street

Music & lyrics: W. Stevenson, M. Gaye, I. Hunter
 arranged by Tina Chin / Jobette Music  #0033DCIX

Ev'ry Time We Say Goodbye

Music & lyrics: Cole Porter 
arranged by Mac Huff / Hal Leonard #0873002
Concert Block 2
Saturday, June 22 - 8:00 p.m.

Synergy

Inspired by our sister ensemble, Synchronicity, Synergy was formed in 1998 under the direction of VMC Resident Accompanist Stephen Smith. In the past four years, the usually 12-voice group has explored music from the 1100s to the present, and from madrigals to Motown, mostly a cappella, in thirteen different languages! We are thrilled to be in Toronto for Festival 2002 - our third GALA Festival, having performed in Chicago in 1999 and San Jose in 2000.

We work very hard, but we're also a very sociable group, whether it be a post-rehearsal nosh, a summer barbecue, a box at a Canucks game (how butch!) or a champagne brunch (that's more like it!). The group has a history of natural phenomena responding to our repertoire! On our way to our performance on the Northwestern University campus in Chicago - a performance which featured a Japanese song about fireflies - the local population of fireflies put on a spectacular display, twinkling along the footpath beneath the trees. When we did a show in Kamloops BC, with a night-and-star-themed set including "Shooting Star," it turned out to be the night of the Leonid meteor shower! Our Festival 2002 set includes a Hungarian folksong about cottage cheese, so be prepared!

Synergy appears on the brand-new VMC "Elements" CD, singing the haunting "Sky Dances," as well as Alanis Morissette's "You Learn" in a fabulous arrangement by Dutch musician Lizzie Kean. When one of our founding members, Michael Grigg, died last spring, we decided to honour his memory by commissioning a new arrangement from Lizzie, through a generous donation by Pamela Grigg, and that piece, Sting's "Let Your Soul Be Your Pilot", receives its official premiere here at Festival 2002.

___________________________

Director: Stephen Smith 

____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

Fire, Fire!

Music: Thomas Morley, lyrics: Anon.

arranged by Stephen Smith / sjsmith@intergate.ca 

Turot eszik a cigany

Music: Zoltan Kodaly, lyrics: Traditional

Universal Edtions

When Francis Dances With Me

Music: Sol Violinsky. lyrics: Benny Ryan 
Choral Public Domain Library

Les baricades misterieuses

Music: François Couperin 
arranged by Stephen Smith / sjsmith@intergate.ca 

The Longest Time

Music & lyrics: Billy Joel
arranged by Roger Emerson

Hal Leonard #40326166 

The Boy from Ipanema

Music: Antonio Carlos Jobim 
lyrics: Norman Gimbel
 arranged by Fred Stride / stride@interchange.ubc.ca

Let Your Soul Be Your Pilot

Music & lyrics: Sting
 arranged by Lizzie Kean / lizzie01@worldonline.nl

Dedicated to the memory of 
Michael Grigg (1964-2001)

Concert Block 2
Saturday, June 22 - 8:00 p.m.

Ottawa Gay Men's Chorus/ Le choeur gai d'Ottawa
In 1986 Gordon Johnston, inspired by the example of the Vancouver Men's Chorus, conceived of a gay men's choral group for Ottawa.  He organised a small group in late August -- a group determined to recruit by word-of-mouth for rehearsals beginning that autumn. The Ottawa Men's Chorus (OMC) held its first rehearsal September 9.

The OMC gave its first public performance on December 13, 1986 at St. George's Anglican Church and has performed regular concert seasons ever since. While the number of concerts per season has varied, the OGMC / CGO has consistently given a Holiday concert and, since 1990, a Gay Pride concert. Initially, the programs were rather short and were supplemented by instrumental performers. As the membership and talent grew, however, so did the programs and level of challenge.

The Chorus is proud of its continuing tradition of singing for various events in the community including concerts of both celebration and remembrance.

At its Spring Concert in 1997, the Ottawa Men's Chorus made public a decision long-anticipated in our community. In keeping with the fact that the Chorus has been primarily gay and extensively bilingual, we announced that we would be known as the Ottawa Gay Men's Chorus / Le choeur gai d'Ottawa.

Other milestones in our history include hosting one of the first Canadian GALA festivals in 1991 with the Vancouver Men’s Chorus and the former Toronto Men’s Chorus.  This event highlighted the OGMC / CGO’s 5th Anniversary and gave rise to the Ottawa Women’s Chorus and Tone Cluster, Ottawa’s Gay and Lesbian Chamber Choir.  The OGMC / CGO participated in several GALA Festivals including GALA IV (1992) in Denver, GALA V (1996) in Tampa, the first Canadian GALA Choruses Festival in Edmonton (1998) as well as GALA VI (2000) in San Jose, CA.

As we wrap up our 16th Season, the OGMC / CGO, Canada’s second oldest GALA Chorus, is proud to represent Canada’s National Capital at this Festival.

___________________________

Musical Director: Marg Stubington / Accompanist: Jane Perry 

____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

Les Cloches

Music: Richard Coccinate, lyrics: Luc Plamondon

(Notre Dame de Paris)

Alliance des Chorales de Quebec BDC591 POP


Sometimes I Wish

Music: Eric Helmuth, lyrics: Richard Barnfield
 Yelton Rhodes #YR3801

Angel

Music & lyrics: Paul Des Marais 
Yelton Rhodes #YR2107

Les Uns Contre Les Autres

Music: Berger, lyrics: Luc Plamondon
 Alliance des Chorales du Québec #BCM22

And So It Goes

Music & lyrics: Billy Joel / arranged by Kirby Shaw
Hal Leonard #08200758

I'm Beautiful

à la Bette Midler / transcribed by Stephen Smith
 MCA Music Publishing 

Concert Block 2
Saturday, June 22 - 8:00 p.m.

Oasis Vocal Jazz

Oasis is a 12-member jazz choir originally formed by a handful of performers from the cast of Fruit Cocktail ’85, a longstanding variety show in Toronto’s gay community which served in the past to raise funds for local gay interests.

Active for many years in and around Toronto both within and outside of the gay community, Oasis has appeared at many venues such as the Ontario Vocal Jazz Festival, where they twice won the silver award, Fruit Cocktail, Ontario Place, Harbourfront and Casey House to name only a few.  An eclectic mix, the members of Oasis come from many walks of life and our ranks, currently and formerly, have included lawyers and teachers, doctors, a well-known local casting director, various stage performers, some of whom have gone on to rather notable achievements, and a massage therapist (ooh!). In fact, we are a veritable grab bag of mixed types all united by a common love of music.

With the passage of time, we have matured both personally and as a musical ensemble, taking on ever-more challenging music, always seeking to refine and expand our skills and repertoire but always presenting with our unique Oasis style and humour.  Above all, Oasis seeks to enjoy every moment spent in rehearsal and in performance and, with a little luck, to impart a little of that joy and pleasure to our audience.

___________________________

Musical Director: George Guerette / Accompanist: Doug Scaife
____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

Open Invitation

Music: Darmon Meader, lyrics: Lauren Kunhan

arranged by Darmon Meader

A Nightingale Sang in Berkeley Square

Music: Manning Sherwin, lyrics: Eric Machwitz

arranged by Gene Puerling

All the Things You Are

Music: Jerome Kern, lyrics: Oscar Hammerstein II 
arranged by Gene Puerling 

Desifinado

Music & lyrics: Antonio Carlos Jobim 
arranged by Damon Meader

Me and Julio Down by the Schoolyard

Music & lyrics: Paul Simon
arranged by Darmon Meader

UNC Jazz Press
Choo Choo Ch'Boogie

Music & lyrics: Vaughn Horton, Denver Darling, 
& Milton Gabler
 arranged by Kirby Shaw 

Love Me Like a Rock

Music & lyrics: Paul Simon
 arranged by Darmon Meader

Concert Block 2
Saturday, June 22 - 8:00 p.m.

Vox Femina

Vox Femina is a choir of women hailing from Ottawa, dedicated to sharing their love of music with each other and with their audience. Our wide-ranging repertoire reflects our belief in the power of song -- whether to educate, empower, or simply to entertain. With its roots in the lesbian community, Vox Femina celebrates the diverse life experiences of all women, through performance at community events in Ottawa and beyond. We strive for musical excellence. Our concerts feature music that raises awareness of the contribution that women have made and continue to make to music. We support and encourage local female musicians through guest performances at our concerts.

Recent appearances have included the Women's Voices Festival where we sang with Heather Bishop. We have participated in several events to benefit local organizations such as the Harmony House Women's Shelter. We also opened for a performance of The Vagina Monologues last March. For four years running, Vox Femina has participated in December 6th memorial services at the University of Ottawa. In addition, we have teamed up with the Ottawa Gay Men's Chorus for several joint Pride concerts and in May 2001, travelled to Grand Rapids, Michigan to participate in the Sister Singers' Networks Festival.
___________________________

Artistic Director: Marg Stubington / Accompanist: Julie Lacroix 

____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

Akakomborewa

Music: Lee R. Kesselman text: Shona Mass Zimbabwe

Boosey and Hawkes #OCTB6935
You Are the New Day

Music & lyrics: John David
arranged by Philip Lawson 
Hal Leonard CAT#08740432
I'se the B'y

Newfoundland traditional
arranged by John E. Govedas 
Gordon V. Thompson Music
Cape Breton Lullaby

Music & lyrics: Kenneth Leslie
arranged by Stuart Calvert

Gordon V. Thompson Music
Tiree Love Song

Scottish traditional, arranged by Eileen McGann

contact Marg Stubington
Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho

Traditional Spiritual
 arranged by Marylou India Jackson 
Treble Clef Music TC-107

Rainsong

Music & lyrics: Marjan Helms 
available from the composer: 517.333.1768

Concert Block 3
Sunday, June 23 - 2:00 p.m.
Le choeur ouvert

Le Choeur Ouvert, crée en janvier 2000, est une chorale mixte gaie, lesbienne, bisexuelle, transsexuelle, travestie et hétérosexuelle qui s'est donné comme mandat de démontrer la diversité dans l'unité.

Les membres de notre communauté se joignent au Choeur Ouvert pour faire leurs "coming out", être acceptés, s'exprimer, être entendus, se libérer des préjudices et de la honte, se faire des ami(e)s, aimer en toute liberté et bien sur apprendre à chanter!

Sous la direction artistique de Pierre Minn, une attention spéciale est donnée aux chansons qui transportent des messages d'acceptation de la différence, célèbrent la diversité et soulignent l'importance de l'amour et du respect dans nos vies.

En juillet 2000, Le Choeur Ouvert a présenté son premier concert de la Fierté gaie dans une église catholique à Montréal.  En octobre 2001, Le Choeur Ouvert a été nommé chorale hôte du VIIe Festival International GALA Choruses du 17 au 24 juillet 2004 qui prendra lieu à la Place des Arts. Le Choeur Ouvert se fera un plaisir de vous accueillir à Montréal!

Le Choeur Ouvert was founded in January 2000.  It welcomes lesbians, gays, bisexuals, transvestites, transsexuals and straight people to show diversity in unity. Members of the community join us to "come out", be accepted, express themselves, be heard, outgrow prejudice and shame, make friends, love in freedom and, of course, learn to sing!

Under the artisitic direction of Pierre Minn, special attention is given to songs that carry messages of accepting difference, celebrating diversity and that highlight the importance of love and respect in our lives.

In July 2000, Le Choeur Ouvert performed its first Pride concert in a Catholic Church in Montreal.  In October 2001, Le Choeur Ouvert was named host of the GALA Choruses International Festival VII, July 17-24, 2004, to be held at Place des Arts. It will be a pleasure for Le Choeur Ouvert to welcome you in Montreal!

___________________________

Artistic Director: Pierre Minn / Accompanist: Paul Chen / Guitar: Danielle Jean / Percussion: Maggie Panko
____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

Three Songs of Praise and Protest
from South Africa

Music & lyrics: people of South Africa, ed: Anders Nyberg
additional text: Le Choeur Ouvert members

Dedicated to all those whose struggles for justice have given strength to those who fight today.

Hymne à la beauté du monde

Music: Christian St-Rock, text: Luc Plamondon

arranged by Andrée Breault / solo: Manon Daigneault
Everything Possible

Music & lyrics: Fred Small 
arranged by The Flirtations
La Différence

Music: Rick Allison, lyrics: Lara Fabian

arranged & solo by Leora Zimmer

Cher Toronto

Music & lyrics: Gilles Vigneault
arranged by Pierre Minn

Dedicated to the hosts of this festival for their warmth and hospitality.
La Rivière

African-American Spiritual
arranged by Pierre Minn
Dedicated to future generations of LGBT individuals who will be making the journey. 


Concert Block 3
Sunday, June 23 - 2:00 p.m.
Prairie Pride Chorus

Prairie Pride Chorus is comprised of members from the gay, lesbian and bisexual communities of Regina and surrounding area, our family and friends.  We meet together to sing, promote community spirit and develop musical skill to enjoy music and to present quality performances. This is Prairie Pride Chorus' sixth season.  Our goal has been to seek out, learn and perform gay/lesbian-affirming music, music by gay/lesbian composers as well as music by Regina, Saskatchewan and Canadian composers.  We have been privileged to perform original compositions and new musical arrangements by our musical director of the last three years, renowned Regina musician and composer, David L. McIntyre.

The chorus presents a positive view of gay/lesbian culture at various events in Regina and further afield including two annual concerts and annual performances at World AIDS Day, Cathedral Village Arts Festival, and Rotary Carol Festival, guest choir concerts in Saskatoon and Winnipeg as well as performing at the 1998 Canadian GALA festival in Edmonton.  We have also presented the Regina community with performances by the Saskatoon and Winnipeg gay/lesbian choruses as well as notable guest artists such as Heather Bishop.

The Prairie Pride Chorus performs publicly and proudly as a gay and lesbian chorus to present a positive image of our community to the wider community with gay/lesbian affirming entertainment. We present ourselves as role models to gay and lesbian youth and to those members of our community closeted because of fear. Through our music and interactions with each other and with our various audiences we explore our values, express our dreams and foster pride in who we are.
___________________________

Artistic Director: David L. McIntyre / Accompanist: Kari Neufeld
____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

Watershed Stories

Music & lyrics: David L. McIntyre
The creation of "Watershed Stories" is made possible by a grant from the Saskatchewan Arts Board.

1) Lullaby 

2) Taunts 

3) I Did Not Speak My Heart

4) Vive la Différence 

5) Maybe

6) Ask Me Just One More Time 

7) Singing in the Choir 

8) Now is the Time

Concert Block 3
Sunday, June 23 - 2:00 p.m.
Rainy City Gay Men's Chorus

The Rainy City Gay Men's Chorus is a fellowship of gay men dedicated to sharing a love and understanding of music, while affirming gay artists through entertainment, outreach and pride.  Our motto is "Sing like you don't need the money, dance like there's no one watching, laugh like there's no tomorrow, love like you've never been hurt."

The Chorus was founded in the fall of 1996 and performed a Christmas concert, "A Very 'Mary' Christmas", that December at the Vancouver East Cultural Centre.  The Chorus has done a spring and December concert every year since, including our June show, “And All That Jazz”, with the music of Kander and Ebb.
The Chorus also travels - Victoria in 1997 with Musaic and A Vancouver Women's Chorus;  Edmonton for the Canadian GALA Choruses Festival '98 of which Xtra West wrote:

"The Rainy City Gay Men's Chorus reinvented the definition of choral music and turned the festival on its ear with a finely choreographed set of production numbers.  ... The Day After That left the audience breathless while their drag version of I Am What I Am and Le Jazz Hot had the audience rolling in the aisles." At the GALA 2000 Festival in San Jose, the San Francisco Bay Times wrote: "The  ... Rainy City Gay Men's Chorus earned an ovation for their prancing, strutting, dancing and camping ... and they delivered the afternoon's most tender moment, a moving song called No More, dedicated to the memory of Matthew Sheppard and all gay men and lesbians who have suffered violence."

The Chorus also appears at the Vancouver Pride parades; World AIDS Day rallies and concerts, and fundraising dinners for the Surrey AIDS charity, Flame of Hope. Television spots include- "Gabareau Live"  (national) and Vancouver television on VTV "Breakfast Show" and "Applause". A premiere of No More by David Blue and Stephen Smith was broadcast on CBC Radio One on World AIDS Day 1999, and a premiere of Will You Be Home Again by David Blue was broadcast on CBC Radio One for World AIDS Day 2000.
___________________________

Artistic Director: Alex Gowans / Musical Director & Choreographer: David Blue
Accompanist: Dan Lauterbach / Production Manager: Jerry Carter
____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

Willkommen

Music: John Kander, lyrics: Fred Ebb
arranged by & available from Stephen Smith

(Cabaret) 
solo: Anthony Stonechild
All That Jazz

Music: John Kander, lyrics: Fred Ebb

(Chicago)
Kiss of the Spider Woman

Music: John Kander, lyrics: Fred Ebb
arranged by Alex Gowans

(Kiss of the Spider Woman)
solos: A. Stonechild, David Blue, Kevin Stewart
Razzle Dazzle

Music: John Kander, lyrics: Fred Ebb

arranged by Ed Lojeski

(Chicago)
Wet

Music: John Kander, lyrics: Fred Ebb

(Steel Pier) 

Mein Herr

Music: John Kander, lyrics: Fred Ebb
arranged by & available from W. Zwozdesky

(Cabaret) 
solo: Randy Keats


Concert Block 3
Sunday, June 23 - 2:00 p.m.
Rainbow Harmony Project

The Rainbow Harmony Project is Winnipeg's first GLBT chorus, created in the fall of 1999.  With a good vocal mix, we've come a long way. The chorus is now comprised of more than 80 singing and supporting members. TRHP's mission statement states that the primary purpose of the chorus is "to promote musical excellence by presenting public performances in the Winnipeg area and being a visible, respected member of the Manitoba Arts community".  In the last 3 years, TRHP has far exceeded these goals, presenting many performances and full-scale shows for our queer audience and the general public.

In fall of 2001, TRHP performed at ChoralFest Manitoba and was one of the select choruses honoured with a recommendation to represent Manitoba at MusicFest in Calgary.  We perform at local churches and community fundraising and social events, thus expanding our audience and the message that WE are valuable members of society.

TRHP presents a Winter concert each year and a main show in the Spring. "Moulin Pink" was the name of the last performance presented at the historic Pantages Theatre.  The multi-media extravaganza was a great success and a huge step forward for the chorus and our audience.  A video of "Moulin Pink" is available, and the chorus has plans to record a CD in the near future.

Being only 3 years old, The Rainbow Harmony Project and its members are looking forward to a long and successful future, and are thrilled to have become a member of the brother/sisterhood of GLBT choruses across North America, and to be performing at the Canadian GALA Choruses Festival
___________________________

Musical Director: Scott Naugler / Accompanist: Robert Lindley
____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

Turn the World Around

Music & lyrics: Harry Belafonte & Robert Freedman
arranged by Larry Farrow

Prairie Skies

by Deborah Romeyn

arranged by Stephen Cocks

Ave Maria

by Giulio Caccini
Parade

by David Maddux

Be Fabulous

by David Maddux

We Shall Overcome

Traditional 
arranged by David Maddux

Concert Block 3
Sunday, June 23 - 2:00 p.m.
Vancouver Men's Chorus

In the 21 years since its founding, the Vancouver Men’s Chorus has established itself as one of the nation’s premiere men’s choral ensembles.  Under the continuing direction of Willi Zwozdesky, the Chorus has achieved national prominence through concert tours to Ottawa, Toronto, Calgary, Victoria and other Canadian centers, radio broadcasts on the CBC  and broadcasts of the 1995 CD recording “Making Spirits Bright” and 1992 CD “Signature". In 1994, the Chorus was selected as one of five national finalists in the CBC Amateur Choir Competition. On the international stage, the Chorus has appeared in San Francisco (1982), Minneapolis (1986), Seattle (1985,1989), Washington D.C. (1991), Denver (1992), San Diego and San Jose (2000).

The VMC season includes two mainstage concerts, often with other artists, including Dame Kiri Te Kanawa, Heather Bishop; Diane Schuur, Marni Nixon – the ‘behind-the-scenes’ voice of Audrey Hepburn, Deborah Kerr and Natalie Wood; Ronnie Gilbert formerly of Pete Seeger’s “The Weavers”; and leading Canadian singers Ferron, Louise Rose, David Sereda, and Joelle Rabu.  Choral collaborations have included Elektra Women’s Choir, the Seattle Women’s Ensemble; the Gay Men’s Choruses of Toronto, of Washington, D.C. and of Rochester, N.Y.; the Seattle Men’s Chorus, and most recently the Gay Men’s Chorus of San Diego and The Melo’Men. The Chorus also performs numerous local volunteer services, including benefits for AIDS-related causes, conferences, and for other occasions that fall within its mandate.

The Chorus has contributed to the creation of new repertoire for men’s and mixed voices.  Arrangements, notably by conductor Willi Zwozdesky and other Canadians are a hallmark of VMC programming and are now heard around the world. With “Elements”, released in 2002, the VMC explores timeless ideas of life - natural elements join with philosophy to create the metaphors that express the best in our lives. It features newly-commissioned works by Eleanor Daley, Ramona Luengen, and Rupert Lang together with selections by other Canadian artists, including Susan Aglukark and the Rankin Family.

The Vancouver Men’s Chorus was founded in 1981 as a non-profit organization for gay men and their friends, whose primary goal is excellence in male choral entertainment. The Chorus currently has approximately 65 singers and 10 non-singing support members, as well as a network of friends and volunteers who help out on specific tasks as required..
___________________________

Conductor: Willi Zwosdesky / Accompanist: Stephen Smith / Choreographer: Michael Harper
____________________________________________________________________________________

The Program

Coming - from "Orlando"

by: Sally Potter, Jimmy Somerville, David Motion
arranged by Willi Zwozdesky

Hanky Panky - from "Dick Tracy"

by Madonna Ciccone & Patrick Leonard

arranged by Willi Zwozdesky
choreography by Michael Harper

Agape

Music: Ramona Luengen, text: 1 Corinthians 13 
commissioned by VMC w/ GALA Choruses

The Stars Are With the Voyager

Music: Eleanor Daley, lyrics: Thomas Hood

commissioned by VMC

Angel

Music & lyrics: Sarah McLachlan
arranged by Willi Zwozdesky

Sex. Love & Latins - medley

arranged by Willi Zwozdesky
choreography by Michael Harpe. 


Festival 2002 Choruses
Closing Ceremonies - Monday, June 24 - 10:30 a.m.
Women's Festival Chorus

_________________________________________________

Director: Leslie Uyeda / Accompanist: Karen Greenwood

Come, Let Your 
Hearts Be Singing
Music & lyrics: Giovanni Gastoldi arranged by Norman Greyson Bourne Co. B232116-353


Barcarolle: Belle Nuit

(Tales of Hoffmann)

by Jacques Offenbach

Classical Vocal Reprints CVR0540

Three Ways to Vacuum Your House: II

Music & lyrics: Stephen Hatfield

Boosey and Hawkes 
OCTB6909 SSA

Men's Festival Chorus

_________________________________________________

Director: Jonathon Welch / Accompanist: William Belonio / Piccolo: Leslie Duff

Rant and Roar
Music: traditional
lyrics: W.H.LeMessurier

arranged by Willi Zwosdesky

Rhythmic Trident Music


The Pasture

Music: Randall Thompson

lyrics: Robert Frost

ECS publishing

My Heart Belongs to Daddy

Music & lyrics: Cole Porter

arranged by Michael Dunn for the

Sydney Lesbian & Gay Choir

Mixed Festival Chorus

_________________________________________________

Director: Brainerd Blyden-Taylor / Accompanist: Jonathan Kropf

The Sailor's Sweetheart
Music & lyrics: Nancy Telfer

Frederick Harris FH-8523

You Are the New Day

Music & lyrics: John David

arranged by Peter Knight

Hal Leonard 08602136

Is a Light Shinin' in the Heavens?

Music & lyrics: adapted from African-American folks sources

arranged by Robert L. Morris

Alliance Music AMP0273

Festival Participants

Forte - The Toronto Men's Chorus

Alan Gotlib, Alex Elliott, André Chamberlain, Brian De Jong, Brian Fulton, Brian Geddes, Brian Leonard, Chris Veldhoven, Dave Marlowe, Drew Post, Ezequiel Ledesma, Grant Hunermund, James Brown, James Janz, Jeffrey Prentice, John McEachen, Laura Silberberg, Lorne Gretsinger, Michael Wilmot, Ralph Hartley, Randy Laframboise, Randy Mulrooney, Rob Croxford, Rob Frost, Ron Dreja, Scott MacKay, Thomas Decker, Tony Hamill, Trevor McLain, Wayne Ball.

Iris  - The Toronto Women's chorus

Anne Bergenstein, Anne Wenigar, Celeste Lemire, Janice Martin, Jill Darke, Karen Elston, Karen Greenwood, Karen Partenen, Martha Saunders, Mary Bricco, Mary Lee Lavalley, Myra Dzaima, Nina Darrigo, Ruth Ward, Svinda Hienrich. 

Rainbow Voices of Toronto

Alexandra Rekler, Alexandre Brassard, Alfredo Genua, Anne Whytock, Barry Yabsley, Bob Metcalfe, Brenna Belanger, Brian Primeau, Bruce Burkland, Carolyn Sowten, Catherine Caza, Claire MacDonald, Clayton DeCorte, Debbie Baker, Dwayne Evens, Evelyn Marshall, Gillian Bain, James Janz, James Moyer, Jason Speek, Jill Lloyd-Jones, Joe Allen, John Pesce, Karen Stanworth, Katherine Hirbod, Kim Killeen, Kira McCarthy, LeRoy Evans, Michael Minerales, Michael Agnew, Michael Bouzane, Nancy Masocco, Patrice Dillon, Paul Dormand, Peter Valentine, Renzo Pella, Richard Cronin, Robert Schlissler, Tim St Louis.

Singing OUT! - The Lesbian and Gay Chorus of Toronto

Adrienne Blenman, A.E. Perera, Aggie Stevens, Alison Fraser, Anna Travers, Annette Friedenreich, Aubrey Smith, Barb Crisp, Barry Caven, Batya Levy, Bill Merryweather, Bev Lepischak, Bob Metcalfe, Bonnie Crawford-Bewley, Bonnie Dlouhy, Bonnie Sheppard, Brian Jarvis, Bruce Goddard, Carol-Ann O'Brien, Carolyn Strange, Charles Carr, David Dubbeldam, David Hopper, Darrell Kloeze, Darryl Wadsworth, Debra Lamb, Dierdre Taylor, Dominic Gregorio, Elizabeth Edmond, Fiona Buttars, Francis Hamelin, Harvey Hamburg, Heather Maybee, Ian Kirkland, Jackie Armet, Janet Rogers, Janice Munro, Jennifer Puddicombe, Jennifer Woodill, Jo Marshall, Joan Jamieson, John F. Clifford, John Drew, John Visser, Jon Baines, Judith Love, Karen Greenwood, Katherine Brittain, Kathy Narraway, Keith Akada, Kent Forrester, Kent James, Kim Bray, Koji Nakamachi, Larry Feldman, Louis Tessier, Mark.LeMessurier, Mark Rapoport, Mary Evered, Michael Bennett, Michelle Crawford-Bewley, Mike Minerales, Patti Gray, Paul Sabin, Paula Clough, Philip Paroian,Pierre Boudreau, Ralph Pascht, Rebecca Hunter, Robert Lachance, Santo Ligotti, Sharon Larade, Shelley Fraser, Stephen Martin, Sue Harper, Teresa Lam, Tim Wilson, Tony King, Tracy Shepherd, Wendell MacKinnon, William C. Belonio, Will R. Wallin.

Bridge City Chorus

Barb Clay, Bruce Needham, Carla Roppel, Chad Olson, Cheryl Bergen, Clifton Larson, Dale Matiowsky, Dale Maurer, Darryl Wilkie, David Haberman, David Norwood, Doug Kendel, Elizabeth Meggs, Ev Benson , Frank Dorsch, Glen Horton, Glenn Gustafson, Hervé Douce, Ian Gray , Joanne McKinley, Keith Hall, Ken Bos , Kym Samoila, Lorraine Boucher, Marg Eichorn, Marion Alexander, Naomi Friesen, Ron Knoll, Ross Nicholson, Scott Bell, Val Scrivener.

Calgary Men's Chorus

Dennis Miller, Don Zeman, Greg Oudman, Jack Loenen, Joe Slabe, Matthew Lee, Michael McKiel, Michael Wright, Mike Harding, Randy Schneider, Ray Beable, Vincent Liu, Vincent Mar.
The Women Next Door

Ann Manicom, Brenda Beagan, Carol Putnam, Carrie Melson, Cheryl Payne, Cheryl Pearce, Helen Castonguay, Jamie Alcorn, Jennifer Bishop, Kim Vance, Monica Jackson, Pam Mason, Silver Frith, Sue Atkinson, Tryna Booth.

Tone Cluster

Alain Trepanier, Andre Proulx, Charles Drouin, Cora Castle, David Fowler, Dominique Nicol, Fiona Bladon, Gianluca Ragazzini, Gordon Josephson, Jane Perry Jennifer Comeau, Liz Benjamin, Lorraine Henderson, Marg Stubington, Maura Volante, Miriam van Nie, Paul Erb, Philip MacAdam, Rob Bowman, Roger Butt, Sarah Gregory, Sarah Moore, Sue Farley.

Waterloo-Wellington Rainbow chorus

Alison MacNeill, Beryl Hunter, Birgit Niggenbaum-Purvis, Bonnie DePaul, Chrystal Chilvers, Colleen Daly, Colleen Lichti, Dale Restoule, Dave Vervoort, Diane Kilby, Gord Dunbar, Heather Thompson, Heidi Brother, Jan Baker, Jan Johnston, Jane Keller, Janice Canning, Jennifer Bauer, Jon Dobin, Jonah Wainberg, Katherine Scherer , Kerry Turcotte, Kim Bolton, Kim Ryan, Laurie White, Leslie Smith, Linda Johnson, Lynn Brown, Marg Perchaluk, Mark Raymond, Michael Boterman, Michael Rouse, Michele Breault, Robert Miller, Sarah Brown, Stephane Danis, Sue Gabois, Sylvie Plamondon, Van Waffle.

Synergy

Dale Frankin, Guy Cribdon, John Maglio, Jon Beenken, Ken Lee, Malcolm Francis, Michael Cliffe, Sean deJong, Stephen Smith, Sylvain Cyr.

Ottawa Gay Men's Chorus

Alain Bertrand, Alain Trépanier, Alan Murphy, André Proulx Ben Kozak, Charles Drouin, Chuck Exel, Claude Dufresne Constantin Matusoff Dan Bougie, George Lee, Gianluca Ragazzini, Greg MacIntosh Jacques LaRose, Jane Perry, Jasmin Roy, John Briggs, John Fisher, Jules Bazinet, Laurent Gallissot, Levi Idurot, Marc Desjardins, Marg Stubington, Michael McRae, Paul Forget, Peter Workman, Robert Honey, Roger Frappier, Serge Beaudoin, Steve Curtis, Sue Farley, Wayne Robbins.

Oasis Vocal Jazz

Brad Antle, Colin Swift, Constance Rennett, Derick Hoffman, Diane Engelstad, Doug Scaife, George Guerrette, Karen Guerrette, Maribeth Graham, Max Williams, Paul Hickey, Susan Reid.

Vox Femina

Deb Tully, Ellen Forrester, Jane Ginsberg, Joyce Harpell, Judith Allanson, Judith Miller, Lorraine Henderson, Laura Doliner, Rita Finnigan, Sandra Kelly, Shaina Lipsey.

Le Choeur Ouvert

Aimé Leblanc, Amy Green, Arielle Berghman, Christine Deschênes, Claude Lauzon, Danielle Bourassa, Danielle Jean, Frederique Roussel, Ghyslain Defoy, John Woolfrey, Leora Zimmer, Luc Bégin, Maggie Panko, Manon Daigneault, Manon Vendette, Mario Arcand, Michel Fecto, Paul Chen, Pierre Daoust, Pierre Minn, Stéphane Casselot, Suzette Dion, Suzie Tepperman, Sylvain Carle, Yvon Boucher.

Prairie Pride Chorus

Brett Filson, Catherine Fife, Curtis Dundas, Dale Delainey, David MacIntyre, Dawn Rolke, Erin Shoemaker, Evanna Simpson, Etln Lennox, Faye Huggins, Ingrid Alesich, Jan Harvey, James McNinch, Jean Hilabold, Judy Holyer, Julia Sinclair, Kathryn Hegan, Kathy Hamre, Michael Hamman, Mirtha Rivera, Morgan Traquaire, Ron Clark.

Rainy City Gay Men's Chorus

Anthony Stonechild, Ben Kennedy, Chris Hodson, Dan Lauterbach, Daniel Frankel, Daniel Watson, David Blue, Edwin Mateo, Frank Bolla, Fred Weiss, George Fuller, Jean-Philipe Wilmshurst, John (Shun-Meng) Hsu, Ken Kwong, Kevin Stewart, Martin MacLachlan, Owen Williams, Randy Keats, Ronald Cadid, Stephen Burri, Tony Dukes.
Rainbow Harmony Project

Brenda Froese, Claude Lemire, Darcy McBurney, Del Mansell, Elsa Strelkov, Fran Neufeld, Gary Batstone, Joanne Couture, Joe Stephanson, John Rymon, Karen Busby, Keith Fulton, Liana Lutz, Linda Roth, Lisa Galloway, Lori McCarville, Michael Embury, Milly Giesbrecht, Murray Mandzuk, Neil Wilcox, Paul Sherwood, Paul Sullivan, Robert Lindey, Rafael Bravo, Sally Papso, Sandra Bignell, Scott Naugler, Tim Jeffrey, Tim Preston.
Vancouver Men's Chorus

Alain Gagnon, Alan Baycroft, Andrew Knapman, Bob Frampton, Brian Chau, Brian Porter, Bud Taylor, Chuck Lafferty, Clive Glover, Cyr Sylvain, Dale Frankin, Dan Cachola, Dan Worsley, Darren Monette, Dave Thomson, David Evans, Doug McGregor, Glen Town, Guy Cribdon, Heather Sharpe, John Liesch, John Maglio, Jon Beenken, Ken Lee, Kerry Baisley, Kirk Macbeth, Leigh Gayman, Len Cousineau, Lloyd Urlacher, Malcolm Francis, Michael Cliffe, Michael Harper, Paul Phalen, Ricardo Quintal, Sean deJong, Soon Loo, Stanley Ulmer, Stephen Guernsey, Stephen Paquette, Stephen Smith, Tom Byrne, Willi Zwosdesky.
****

Women's Festival Chorus

Adrienne Blenman, Aggie Stevens, Carla Roppel, Carolyn Strange, Catharine Fife, Catherine Shields, Cheryl Pearce, Cora Castle, Colleen Lichti, Crystal Bergman, D. Ann Manicom, Etln Lennox, Faye Huggins, Helen C. Castonguay, Ingrid Alesich, Janice Canning, Jennifer Bauer, Joan Jamieson, Joanne Couture, Judith Allanson, Judith Miller, Judy Holyer, Julia E. Sinclair, Karen Busby, Karen Greenwood, Karen Partanen, Kathy Hamre, Keith Louise Fulton, Laurie Whyte, Marg Perchaluk, Maura Volante, Michele J Breault, Milly Giesbrecht, Monica V. Jackson, Patti Gray, Ruth Ann Ramsey, Sarah A. Gregory, Sarah Brown, Susan M. Atkinson, Sally Papso, Sandra Kelly, Sarah J. Moore, Sharon Larade, Susan LeFort, Sylvie Plamondon, Tara McCabe, Val Scrivener.
Men's Festival Chorus

Alain Trépanier, André Proulx, Aubrey Smith, Bill Barry, Bob Metcalfe, Brett Filson, Brian Chau, Brian DeJong, Brian J. Geddes, Brian Porter, Christopher A. Veldhoven, Claude Dufresne, Dale Delainey, Dale S. Frankin, Daniel Miller, Daniel Watson, David Dubbeldam, David Evans, David Michael Haberman, Don Zeman, Douglas McGregor, Francis Hamelin, George Fuller, Gianluca Ragazzini, Glenn Gustafson, Greg MacIntosh, Guy Cribdon, Howard Ehrlich, Jack Loenen, James McNinch, Joe Slabe, Joe Stephanson, John Fisher, John Hsu, John O’Brien, Kent James, Ken Lee, Leslie Smith, Martin MacLachlan, Michael Cliffe, Michael Hamann, Michael Harper, Michael McKiel, Mike Minerales, Michael Rouse, Owen Williams, Ron R. Clark, Ron Knoll, Scott Bell, Stefan Peterburg, Stephen Martin, Stephen Watts, Thom Rypien, Thomas Byrne, Trevor John McLain, Vincent Mar, Victor Liu, Will Wallin.
Mixed Festival Chorus

Alain Y Bertrand, Alison Fraser, Barbara Clay, Batya Levy, Bruce Needham, Bonnie Dlouhy, Carol-Anne O'Brien, Carolyn Strange,  Charles Exel, Constantin Matusoff, Curtis A. Dundas, D Lynn Brown, Darryl Wilkie, David McIntyre, David Norwood, Dawn Rolke, Deb Tully, Del Munsell, Diane Kilby, Elizabeth Benjamin, Ellen Forrester, Erin Shoemaker, Evanna Simpson, Fiona Bladon, Gary W. Batstone, Glen Horton, Gordon Josephson, Heather Maybee, Herve Douce, Ian Kirkland, Jamie L. Alcorn, Jan Harvey, Jan Johnston, Jan Teevan, Jane Ginsberg, Jane Perry, Janet Rogers, Janice Baker, Jean Hilabold, Jo Marshall, Joyce Harpell, Kathryn Hegan, Katherine Scherer, Keith Hall, Kimberley Vance,  Laura Doliner, Linda Rodgers, Lisa Galloway, Lorraine Henderson, Marg Eichorn, Marg Stubington, Marion Alexander, Mark Rapoport, Mark Raymond, Mirtha Rivera, Paul Erb, Paul Sullivan, Randall McGinnis, Robert Bowman, Roger Butt, Soon Loo, Susan Farley, Tim Jeffrey, Van Waffle, Walter Quan.
****
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